
PAMBANSANG KOMISYON PARA SA KULTURA AT MGA SINING

18 November 2021

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
CASE NO: NCCA – 11 – 2022 – 01

SUBJECT: PETITION TO DELIST THE LE PARC APARTMENTS
LANDSCAPING LOCATED AT MAKATI AVENUE, MAKATI
CITY AS AN IMPORTANT CULTURAL PROPERTY

In compliance with the publication requirement and pursuant to Section 8 of Republic Act
10066 and Section 11 of its Implementing Rules and Regulations, this notice is hereby served
to the public that CTM Management Corporation has filed with this office a petition to delist
the presumption as an Important Cultural Property (ICP) of the Le Parc Apartments
landscaping on the following grounds:

1. The Le Parc landscape is not a representative or exemplary work of
National Artist I.P Santos;

2. The current state of the Le Parc landscape significantly differs from the
original landscape design of National Artist I.P Santos.

Under Section 3 of R.A. 10066, an Important Cultural Property is defined as a cultural
property having exceptional cultural, artistic, and historical significance to the Philippines, as
shall be determined by the National Museum of the Philippines (NMP) and/or National
Historical Commission of the Philippines (NHCP). Additionally, Section 5 of the same states
that the works by a Manlilikha ng Bayan and works by a National Artist shall be considered
important cultural property, unless declared otherwise by this Commission.

Section 11 of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of R.A. No. 10066 further provides
that:

“A declaration or a lifting of cultural property as National Cultural
Treasure or Important Cultural Property shall commence upon the filing of
a verified petition by the owner, stakeholder or any interested person
[emphasis added] with the Commission, which shall issue temporary
remedies, if necessary to protect a site prior to declaration, after which it
shall refer the matter to the appropriate cultural agency.”
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In view of the foregoing, the appropriate cultural agency having jurisdiction in determining
whether or not the subject property bears significance is this Commission. Any person
adversely affected by said petition may file their written support or opposition with this
Office or through heritagelaw@ncca.gov.ph not later than December 18, 2021.
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Recreation space at the rear of the Le Parc Apartments building showing the landscaping designed by NA I.P. Santos

Location Map
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November 10, 2021

Report on the Conducted Ocular Inspection of the Landscaping of the Le Parc Apartments in Makati
Avenue, Makati City

Introduction
Last 04 October 2021, CTM Management Corporation filed a petition to remove the presumption of the Le
Parc Apartments building’s landscaping, a work of National Artist Idelfonso Santos, Jr., in Makati Avenue,
Makati City as an Important Cultural Property.

Their petition grounds are (1) the Le Parc Apartments landscaping is not a representative or exemplary work
of NA IP Santos as this does not carry the elements and characteristics of his design and (2) the current state
of the Le Parc Apartments landscaping differs from the original landscape design of NA IP Santos.

Last 10 November 2021, personnel of this Commission namely Ar. Alnie Hayudini, Ms. Jeanne Maling, and
Ms. Maureen Doma conducted an inspection, limited to visual and photographic documentation, of the
subject property with the assistance of the owner’s representative, Ar. Barnaby Kaw.

Background of the National Artist

Ildefonso Paez Santos Jr., also known as Ildefonso P. Santos or IP Santos, was a Filipino architect who was
known for being the "Father of Philippine Landscape Architecture." He was conferred the Order of National
Artist in 2006 for Architecture for pioneering the landscape architecture practice in the Philippines. His
exemplary contribution in the field of landscape architecture included the designs of hundreds of parks,
plazas, gardens that have enriched the modern Filipino experience with landscaped outdoor settings. For1

this, he became known as the “Father of Philippine Landscape Architecture''.1

NA IP Santos’s works may be characterized by four distinguishing characteristics: (1) integration of art and/or
water features in landscape architecture; (2) use of indigenous materials in construction and/or in flora; (3)
mass planting; (4) serial vision.

In some of his projects, he incorporated a variety of sculptures, relief murals, and mosaics in figurative and in

abstract styles. Oftentimes, sculptures were positioned on fountains, whose play of water, as well as2

underwater lights, well-complemented works of art. The integration of art and water features in landscape

architecture was very much obvious in the (now demolished) Makati Commercial Center. The Loyola3

Memorial Park in Paranaque and Marikina featured sculptures as well. In Paco Park, IP Santos placed a4

circular fountain that served as the focal point of the park.5

NA IP Santos was partial to using native plants. The rich natural resources of the Philippines gave him the6

motivation to fully utilize it. Formerly ignored plants such as bandera española, periwinkle and yellow bell are

now widely utilized in landscaping as popularized by Ildefonso P. Santos.7

7 Maita Quiocho, “IP Santos: A legend in his own right”, BluPrint.
6 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 84.
5 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 25.
4 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 28.
3 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 21.
2 Jeannie E. Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos (Pasig City, Philippines: I.P. Santos + Associates, 2004), 80.

1 “Order of National Artists: Ildefonso P. Santos, Jr.” NCCA. April 10, 2019.
https://ncca.gov.ph/about-culture-and-arts/culture-profile/national-artists-of-the-philippines/ildefonso-p-santos-jr/



Mass planting was also popularized by IP Santos during the late 1960s and early 1970s, which he describes as
"hodge-podge arrangements that gave effect”. Mass planting is done to achieve a visual harmony of plants in
terms of their color, texture, size, etc. IP Santos also developed this technique by creating small groups of

plants that serve as ornamentation or to accent the plants in its backdrop.8

Finally, IP Santos often uses a visual approach called serial vision. The usage of serial vision complements the
organic line that IP Santos often uses, as the movement of the line is often what leads the viewer forward to
the focal point. The use of changing heights and elevations likewise helps add to the variety of visual
movement. A new element is always introduced in each corner of his work in the form of a fountain, a
sculpture, a tree or a mass of colorful plants. Dramatic lighting is also added to enhance the visual experience
at night.9

Context and Current Conditions of the Property
The Le Parc Apartments building is part of the “Apartment Ridge”, a residential community masterplan by
Ayala Corporation in the 1960s along the portion of Ayala Avenue from Epifanio Delos Santos Avenue to the
corner of Makati Avenue.

The owner of the building commissioned Architect William V. Coscolluela to design the residential apartment,
who engaged NA IP Santos to design the landscape areas of the building on the ground floor. It was
completed in 1984.

The landscaping is limited only to the recreation space of the residential apartment on the rear side of the
ground floor. The recreation space accommodates a lap pool with a sunbathing lounge amenity and an open
area enclosed by softscapes on the sides. The design of the landscaping does not provide an innovative
solution in defining the configuration and function of the space, as there is no definite zoning of active and
passive areas. Further, a good design has a focal point which is lacking in the landscaping design. It is
apparent that the softscapes have been changed over time, due to the introduction of different flora species.
The form of the plantings that are created through massing and composition is shambolic. The proportion of
the existing plants, based on the size, texture, color, leaf shape, etc., are unharmonious and unbalanced in
organization. The hardscape does not typify the creative representation of the National Artist, only the
principle of line in design that can be seen on the oblique direction of the tile pattern of the flooring is
appreciated. Other vegetation on the front and sides of the building are inconsequential and some are even
planted in pots.

9 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 79.
8 Javelosa, The Landscape Architecture of Ildefonso P. Santos, 83.
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● Building front façade side showing its landscaping:



● Building right-side showing the driveway ramps:

● Recreation space at the rear of the building showing the landscaping that is designed by NA IP
Santos:

● Recreation space’s sunbathing lounge and open area and its softscapes:







● Lap pool area and its softscapes:






















